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Summary
Acting Head of Monitoring & Investigation in AML Compliance, previously external auditor with experience in both banks and companies, and former consultant in mathematics and secondary mathematics teacher

Education
Banking Ethics, ESA	May 2019
Lebanese Financial Regulations, ESA	May 2017
Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist (CAMS)	September 2016
MBA (Finance), Haigazian University	February 2010
GPA 3.45
Thesis: Negative Returns Produce Higher Co-Movement & Higher Variance in U.S. & Regional Stock Markets, Haigazian University, January 2010
BS in Mathematics, Haigazian University	June 2006
GPA 3.5, graduated with honors

Publication
A paper based on the MBA thesis and co-authored by Dr. Samih Azar and myself, titled Excess Sensitivity of Stock Markets to Negative Returns has been published in the International Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2012, Volume 6, Issue 2, pages 15-48 (ISSN: 1307-1637).

Professional Experience
- Acting Head of Monitoring & Investigation, BLC Bank	 May 2021 – Present
- Senior AML/CFT Compliance Officer, BLC Bank	 May 2015 – Apr 2021
- Assistant Auditor, DFK – Fiduciaire du Moyen Orient	Nov 2012 – Apr 2015
- Junior Auditor, Compex Group	Nov 2011 – Oct 2012
- Consultant in Mathematics, ERC – Librairie du Liban Publishers	Mar – Aug 2011
- Instructor of Mathematics, Armenian Evangelical Secondary School
		Oct 2007 – Jun 2010

Community Work
- Head of finance department, Spring of Life Church 	2009-present
Financial reporting, budgeting, real versus budget analysis
Website: www.solchurch.com; Facebook: Spring of Life Church
- Director of Adhonep Lebanon, Beirut Chapter	2019-present
Organizing Full Gospel Businessmen Fellowship dinners and seminars
Facebook: Adhonep Lebanon

Skills
Consultant in Mathematics
· Preparing, editing, reviewing mathematics book plans as well as book and workbook content for different levels, in addition to reviewing multimedia mathematics exercises; diverse curriculums, such as Pan Arab, Kuwait, etc.

AML/CFT Compliance
· Name screening
· Analyzing CTS Exemption requests
· Maintaining AML Risk Score Matrix
· Monitoring account activities against client profiles
· Performing customer due diligence (DD) and enhanced due diligence (EDD)
· Preparing Suspicious Transaction Reports (STR) to be filed with local FIU 
· Answering inquiries of local FIU and implementing orders to freeze/unfreeze accounts, etc.
· Preparing special reports sent periodically to local FIU
· Following up with inquiries of correspondent banks
· Answering correspondent banks AML questionnaires (KYC)
· Creating and maintaining local watch lists (FIU & Internal)
· Performing case assessments and investigations
· Liaising with AML Officers of branches regarding KYCs update, DD and EDD matters
· Following up IT matters with IT department and testing the functionality of new versions releases of software as well as implementation of new applications. Recent similar experience includes:
·  Financial Crime & Compliance Management Solution provided by Oracle
· Developing a special section for BRO
· Developing a special section for Proxy/POA and Mandates
· Following up with ORG department regarding new Memos drafting, concerning AML/CFT  policies and procedures 
· Assisting in preparing training material and presentation
· Participating in providing internal trainings
· Liaising with other departments within the bank; as well as with internal / external auditors and local FIU during their audit missions
· Discussing RFPs and attending software providers’ presentations
Auditing skills in the banking sector
· AML (Anti-Money Laundering)
· Analyze the AML Policies & Procedures of the bank for their compliance with local rules & regulations
· Review Account Opening Contracts, required identification documents, KYCs, CTSs & exemptions
· Evaluate the due diligence done by the bank to avoid money laundering
· Loans and advances to clients
· Loan Loss Review (Assessing credit files (Corporate, SME and retail) and evaluating the supervisory classification of loans)
· Provisions and write-back provisions
· Assets acquired in satisfaction of loans (BCC confirmation, acquisition, sale, provisions)
· Cash count
· Obligatory reserves with BDL
· Deposits in and borrowings from banks and financial institutions (Reconciliations, accrued interests, interest income/expense)
· Financial Instruments – Amortized cost, fair value through profit & loss, other comprehensive income (Trade, Interest revenues, accrued interests, market values, revaluation, dividends)
· Tangible & intangible assets (acquisitions, disposals, depreciation)
· Customers deposits (interest expense, accrued interest)
· Variations in shareholders’ equity
· Off-Balance sheet items (LCs, Acceptances, LGs)
· Revenues & expenses
· Payroll
· Reports (Review Report, Short Form, Long Form, 152-158, 1983, 77, 83)
· Analytical Reviews
Auditing and accounting skills
· Accounting and reconciliations
· Receivables, clients ageing and impairments, and prepayments
· Payables and accruals
· Stock control
· Payroll: Timesheets, Tax on salaries, NSSF, End of service indemnity
· VAT
· Corporate tax and tax declarations
· Year-end closing activities
· Financial reports
· Audit reports
· Feasibility studies for new projects
Languages
· Good written and spoken commands of Arabic, very good commands of English and Armenian, beginner in French
IT/computer skills
· Microsoft office skills (Word, Excel, PowerPoint), keyboard skills, accounting software, website backend management skills, DFNS, AMLR, FCCM (Oracle), Siebel (Oracle), Laserfiche
Trainings
· AML Case Studies, Special Investigation Commission, Oct 2017
· Fighting Corruption & Money Laundering / Terrorism Financing and Tax Evasion, LACPA, March 2017
· The Sixth Annual Forum for Heads of AML/CFT at Arab Banks and Financial Institutions, Union of Arab Banks, October 2016
· Correspondent Banking (Unusual activity referrals & returned payments), Standard Chartered Bank, Mar 2016
· Anti-Cybercrime Forum, Special Investigation Commission & ISF-Intellectual Property Bureau, November 2015
· AML Case Studies, Special Investigation Commission, October 2015
· IT Audit, LACPA, November 2014
· Financial Statement Presentation (IAS 1), LACPA, November 2014 
· Guidance to Preparing Engagement Letters and Proposals, LACPA, October 2014
· Communication Skills for Auditors, LACPA, September 2014
· Loan Loss Review, FMO, July 2014
· Anti-Money Laundering procedures and requirements, FMO, June 2014
· Amendments to the Lebanese Chart of Accounts to include the VAT Accounts (Theory & Implementation Techniques), Lebanese Ministry of Finance, May 2014
· Financial Instruments, FMO, June 2013
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